December 6, 2004

Town Board Minutes

A Special Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on Monday, December 6, 2004 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall, One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected officials and appointed staff in attendance:



LINDA D. PUGLISI



Supervisor



JOSEPH D. CERRETO


Councilman



FRANCIS X. FARRELL


Councilman



ANN LINDAU



Councilwoman



JOHN E. SLOAN



Councilman

Also present:
JO-ANN DYCKMAN


Town Clerk



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.


Town Attorney



GLENN CESTARO



Comptroller



EDWARD VERGANO


DOTS, Director



ROSEMARIE BOYLE/LASHER

DOTS, Asst. to Dir.



KATHLEEN BURLESON


DES, Director



JEFF TKACS



DES, Homeland Safety









and Security 



CLAUDIA VAHEY



Human Res. Dir.



CATHERINE M. HOFFMAN

Deputy Town Clerk

* * * * * * * * * *       

MEETING CALLED to ORDER

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *       

PLEDGE to the FLAG

Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag.

* * * * * * * * * *       

SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS and PROCLAMATIONS

Supervisor Puglisi noted that tomorrow is Pearl Harbor Day, December 7th, and the Town will be hosting a Pearl Harbor Day ceremony at 2:00 p.m. in the Town Hall.

* *    

Another very important subject, is that of substance abuse and its prevention.  In this regard, there is a program for the youth of the community wherein they create posters during Red Ribbon Week.  The Director of this program, Colleen Anderson, Director of the Town’s Youth Center, and her assistant, Becky Bell, came to the podium and discussed the competition that was held during Red Ribbon Week.  The theme was “Follow Your Dream – Don’t Do Drugs.  There were 221 poster entries from all participating schools.Winners were announced and prizes were awarded.

* *     

The Town of Cortlandt has received a plaque from the Van Cortlandtville Historical Society in recognition of their contributions to the society and their efforts to observe and make known the rich history of the Town of Cortlandt.  Supervisor Puglisi expressed her appreciation for this effort.

* *     
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SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

Councilmember Sloan has been working on a substance abuse prevention program for the Town with the coalition.  Supervisor Puglisi thanked him for that effort and asked that he report on this during the Town Board Reports segment of the meeting.

* *      

Supervisor Puglisi wished everybody a happy holiday season.  We have so many things to be grateful for; our families, friends, our community and this wonderful nation.

* *      

Supervisor Puglisi said tonight we our holding our Public Hearing on the 2005 budget.  We have been working over the last couple of months with the Town Board to discuss the Supervisor’s proposed budget that must be out by the end of October.

Working together with the department heads, the budget has been increased only by one third of one percent over what the Supervisor had proposed.  This equates to a tax increase for 75 % of the Town of 1.59 percent.  That equals $20.26 per property on the average assessment.  That would be $1.66 a month or $.43 a week.  

The Supervisor said this is the fourteenth budget that she has had during the time she has had the honor of being the Town Supervisor.  If you put it all together it still equals a zero percent no Town tax increase record for the Cortlandt taxpayers.  Two years there was a two percent increase, one year there was a minus four percent increase, one year there was a very small increase in the Highway Fund and this year a 1.59 percent increase over all.  All of the money in 2005 generated by this tax increase will be going into the Highway Fund to help us replenish our Highway Fund due to the snowstorms that we had in 2004.  We also had a year of significant rainfall and very heavy flooding.  That, of course, constitutes overtime expenses.

At the same time we have a very strong, solid and healthy savings account.  We have approximately Ten Million Dollars.  We’ll probably have a little more at the end of the year, surplus monies or additional revenue that will be coming into the Town treasury.

During these thirteen years we have done approximately Sixty Million Dollars of capital improvement projects including paving, water line replacing, recreational facilities, etc.

The Supervisor emphasized that the Town tax is twenty percent of the overall tax bill.  That is the only portion of the tax bill that the Supervisor and Town Board can influence and have input into.  Twenty percent is the Westchester County tax and sixty percent is the school tax.

Supervisor Puglisi thanked the Town Board for all of their hard work on this proposed budget and, also, department heads who work very diligently to implement the projects.  She thanked the Town’s two hundred and twenty-five employees for their dedication and hard work for the community.

* * * * * * * * * *        

ROLL CALL

On a roll call attendance taken at 7:45 p.m. by Town Clerk Dyckman, all board members indicated their attendance.

* * * * * * * * * * 
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TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember Sloan congratulated the poster winners. He said it also happens to be “Reduce Underage Drinking Month.”

He said the northwest portion of the County is blessed with a number of volunteer citizens who have formed coalitions to address the growing and sad addition of underage drinking, particularly as it affects teenagers who drive.  He said there had been a meeting of representatives of four of the northern Westchester coalitions in the afternoon, namely the Cortlandt Community Coalition, Lakeland Substance Abuse Coalition, the Yorktown Community Coalition and COPE, (Community Outreach Prevention Effort) from the Hendrick Hudson School District. They discussed the formation of an umbrella organization that would provide communication among the four groups and other groups that might want to join us.  He said there are a number of quality programs under consideration during 2005 and into 2006 to meet this problem and see what we can do to reduce it within our Towns and school districts.

* *     

Councilmember Ann Lindau said the Economic Challenge Committee will be televising their videos on Channel 78 to promote local businesses on Saturday, Sunday, Tuesday and Friday at 12 noon and 7 p.m.

She congratulated all the department heads and employees for helping to work with the Town Board to keep the tax increases as low as possible.

* *    

Councilmember Joe Cerreto asked that everyone keep in their thoughts and prayers all the servicemen and women who are defending our liberty and freedom around the globe and in the United States.  He wished all a Happy Holiday season.

* *     

Councilmember Frank Farrell, referring to the Highway Fund, noted that most of the storms occurred last year on weekends, necessitating higher salaries, seriously depleting the fund.  He said the Villages of Croton and Buchanan will not experience a tax increase since they have their own Highway Departments.

He congratulated staff, department heads for a job well done.

Councilmember Farrell further wished everyone a Happy Holiday.

* * * * * * * * * *       

PUBLIC HEARING

(A verbatim transcript of this Public Hearing will be found on file in the Office of the Town Clerk.)

Town Clerk Dyckman presented and read the Notice of Hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper.

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 7:50 p.m.

George Frooks, 3144 East Main Street, Cortlandt Manor:  He questioned borrowing from reserve funds, saying this is the first action taken by New York City in the early 1970s before it went down hill financially
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PUBLIC HEARING, (cont.)

He mentioned the one percent growth rate in the last fifteen years.  The proposed budget shows that assessment has increased less than that.  He suggested that the revenue that’s in the budget has gone down.

He suggested that the anticipated revenue and the effect of all the policies be looked at very carefully.

Supervisor Puglisi advised that when she became Supervisor in 1992, the fund balance in the reserve account was about Three Million Dollars or less.  We now have Ten Million Dollars.  There are additional revenues coming in every year from grant monies, as well as many 

Glenn Cestaro said the Town has used fund balance for the budget for the last two decades.  In the 2005 the Town is appropriating about $400,000 less from surplus than they did for the 2004 budget.  To say that we’re borrowing to balance the budget is not the case.  We have money already on hand and we can use that money to keep taxes down, which is in accordance with the New York State Town Law.  The overall budget and tax increase is below the cost of inflation.

Councilmember Cerreto said we have always gotten a clean bill of health when the State auditors have gone over our books.  The use of fund balance is encouraged.

Councilmember Farrell said the criticism from the State auditors is that we have too much money.  To use some fund balance to balance the budget is not borrowing.  He said we do expect to borrow and asked Glenn for additional information which showed another sign of financial health.

There was no one additional who wished to speak and the hearing was closed on motion made by Councilmember Cerreto, seconded by Councilmember Lindau.  All voted AYE.

Councilmember Cerreto then moved to adopt the following legislation.  Councilmember Lindau seconded the motion:

RESOLUTION NO. 388-04 – RE: Amend the 2005 Preliminary Budget.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said this means that one third of one percent has been increased since the preliminary budget came out.

Councilmember Farrell suggested that the board vote on items 1b. through 1e. in one vote if there is no objection.

* *    

RESOLUTION NO. 389-04 – RE:  Adopt the 2005 budget for the Village of Buchanan and the Village of Croton-on-Hudson/General Fund and the Town Outside Village.
* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 389-04 – RE:  Adopt the 2005 Highway Budget and the 2005 Library Budget.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *    
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PUBLIC HEARINGS, (cont.)

Public Hearing to consider establishing the South Lafayette Sewer District.   RECONVENED.

Town Clerk Dyckman presented and read the Notice of Hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper.

Supervisor Puglisi said the board is considering referring this matter to the Committee of the Whole since there seems to be some ambiguous comments on this subject and more information will be gathered for the future.

Thomas Wood said there will be some modifications made that may very well require a new Public Hearing.

There were no additional persons wishing to speak and the Public Hearing was closed and the matter  referred to the Committee of the Whole on motion made by Councilmembers Lindau and Farrell.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *      

Public Hearings to be held simultaneously to consider the following for 2005:

1. Proposed Agreement for the Mt. Airy/Quaker Bridge Fire Protection District.

2. Proposed Agreement for the Furnace Woods Fire Protection District.

Town Clerk Dyckman presented and read the Notice of Hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper.

Supervisor Puglisi opened the hearing saying these are pro forma items that we do every year at this time.

There was no one wishing to speak and the hearing was closed on motion made by Councilmember Farrell, seconded by Councilmember Sloan.  All voted AYE.

Councilmember Farrell then moved for adoption of the following legislation, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:

RESOLUTION NO. 390-04 – RE:  Adopt a negative declaration in the matter of the Mt. Airy/Quaker Bridge Fire Protection District.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 391-04 –RE:  Adopt a negative declaration in the matter of the Furnace Woods Fire Protection District.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 392-04 – RE:  Authorize the Supervisor to execute an Agreement with the Village of Croton for fire protection to the Mt. Airy/Quaker Bridge Fire Protection District for 2005.

* *     
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PUBLIC HEARING, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 393-04 – RE:  Authorize the Supervisor to execute and Agreement with the Montrose Fire Department for fire protection to the Furnace Dock Fire Protection District for 2005.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *       

HEARING of CITIZENS

Speaker:  Eileen Price, 11 Bonnie Hollow Lane, Montrose.

Subject:   Thanks for cleaning up Bonnie Hollow Park  Thanks for the Certificate


      of award for my husband.

* * * * * * * * * *       

REPORTS

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following monthly reports be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto:

June, 2004   -   DES/Recreation.

October, 2004  -  DOTS/Water Division.

November, 2004  -  Town Clerk.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *       

OLD BUSINESS

Councilmember Cerreto moved that the following documents be received and ordered filed:

Quarterly report dated July to September 2004 from Westchester County with respect to the Sprout Brook Ash Pit.

* *    

Petition from residents of Lincoln Avenue with respect to a proposed emergency access road.

* *     

Report from the Traffic Safety Committee with respect to the following items of business.

a. Recommendations regarding street names.

b. Signage on Francis Drive and Sunset Park Playground.

c. Pine Lane speed limit sign.  (P. Segal)

* *     

Memo from DES with respect to traffic issues on Fox Hill Road.

* *     
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OLD BUSINESS, (cont.)

Letter from Association of Towns reporting that local court revenues have been restored by the Senate and Assembly.  Authorize a letter to be sent to Governor Pataki urging him to sign same.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *       

NEW BUSINESS    

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following documents be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

Petition from residents of Field Place requesting “No Parking” and “No Loitering” signs, and refer to DES, NYS and Westchester County Police Departments.

* *     

Village of Buchanan Draft Comprehensive Master Plan dated September, 2004 and refer to DOTS.

* *     

Letter from Dennis McGuire with respect to a drainage issue on Montrose Point Road.  Refer, also, to DOTS and DES.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *   

RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found in full context affixed to the end of this original document.)

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted seconded by Councilmember Sloan:

RESOLUTION NO. 394-04 – RE:  Adopt an Order and Consent dedicating Cranberry Court.

* *    

RESOLUTION NO. 395-04 – RE:  Release security for Cranberry Meadows subdivision in the amount of $40,000 and accept road maintenance security in the amount of $25,000.

* *    

RESOLUTION NO. 396-04 – RE:  Authorize the Supervisor to execute an Agreement with NYS Department of Transportation covering snow removal from state highways with the Town for the 2006/07 season.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 397-04 – RE:  Adopt the 2005/2009 Capital Improvement Plan.

* *      
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 398-04 – RE:  Adopt the Town meeting schedule for 2005.

* *    

RESOLUTION NO. 399-04 – RE:  Authorize amendments to the 2004 budget.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 400-04 – RE:  Receive a proposal for transcription services and authorize same for ZBA minutes.

* *    

RESOLUTION NO. 401-04 – RE;  Authorize waiving of fees for the use of a Town facility by the People to People Student Ambassador’s program.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *      

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto:

RESOLUTION NO. 402-04 – RE:  Authorize a Work Change Order for the Radio Meter Program and authorize the Comptroller to amend the budget accordingly.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 403-04 – RE:  Authorize a Work Change Order with respect to the Route 6 sidewalk/sinkhole.  Authorize the Comptroller to amend the budget accordingly.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 404-04 – RE:  Authorize the Department of Technical Services to solicit bids for roof repairs at the Community Center.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 405-04 – RE:  Authorize the Director of Technical Services to evaluate projected costs to install watermain along Highland Drive and Sprout Brook Road.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 406-04 – RE:  Authorize Director of Technical Services to receive bids for revised Trolley Road roundabout.  AMENDED to Include alternate traffic intersection improvements, or traffic signalization.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 407-04 – RE:  Authorize Director of Technical Services to extend agreement to repair roads following water main breaks.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *      
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

Councilmember Cerreto moved for adoption of the following resolutions seconded by Councilmember Lindau:

RESOLUTION NO. 408-04 – RE:  Authorize the Supervisor to execute a License Agreement with Westchester County with respect to the Maple Avenue Park.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 409-04 – RE:  Authorize an Agreement with VSConstruction for improvements on Croton Avenue, (Emery Ridge off-site improvements.)

* *   

RESOLUTION NO. 410-04 – RE:  Schedule a Public Hearing for January 18, 2005 to consider having the Zoning Board of Appeals consider all wireless facility applications.  Refer to the ZBA.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 411-04 – RE:  Schedule a Public Hearing for February 15, 2004 to consider a wireless facility at 742 Albany Post Road.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *       

ADDITIONS to the AGENDA

None.

* * * * * * * * * *      

BUDGET TRANSFERS

Councilmember Farrell  moved that the following resolution be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:

RESOLUTION NO. 412-04 – Authorize budget transfers.

Discussion:  Glenn Cestaro, Comptroller, explained the transfers, saying they were basically moving funds around within each different entity within the Town due to year end budget transfers.  Documentation of these transfers is to be found attached to the original copy of this document.

There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *      

HEARING of CITIZENS, (second.)

None.

* * * * * * * * * * 

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. on motion made by Councilman Sloan, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto.  All voted AYE.









Respectfully submitted,









Jo-Ann Dyckman









Town Clerk
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